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john climacus ¢ 579 649 was abbot of the monastery of catherine on mount sinai his ladder was the
most widely used handbook of the ascetical life in the ancient greek church

st john climacus is honored by the church as a great ascetic and as the author of a remarkable work
entitled the ladder of divine ascent and therefore he has been named climacus or of the ladder in
the ladder saint john describes the ascent toward spiritual perfection which is essential for anyone
who wishes to save his soul it is a written account of his thoughts based on the collected wisdom of
many wise ascetics and on his own spiritual experience the book is a great help on the path to truth
and virtue the steps of the ladder proceed gradually from strength to strength on the path of
perfection the summit is not reached suddenly but gradually as the savior says the kingdom of
heaven suffers violence and the violent take it by force mt 11 12

the ladder of divine ascent is an ascetic work written for monastics by john climacus around 600 ad
for john the abbot of raithu a monastery located on the shores of the red sea the work proved to be
popular in the eastern orthodox church and is still widely read today often during the period of lent
before easter the book examines the means of ascending to the highest degree of religious
perfection by a series of thirty steps which recall the thirty years of the life of christ the most holy
example of religious perfection

the ladder of divine ascent is an ascetical treatise on avoiding vice and practicing virtue so that at
the end salvation can be obtained written by saint john climacus initially for monastics it has
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become one of the most highly influential and important works used by the church as far as guiding
the faithful to a god centered life second only to holy scripture

an ascetic treatise by abba john abbot of the monks of mount sinai sent by him to abba john abbot of
raithu at whose request it was written

ancient and the initial christian discipleship training from st john climacus from the deserts of the
middle east and from centuries long ago we have ancient wisdom and we have coupled it to present
day context and media ted talks to explore nurture and nourish the soul of anyone called to the
climb warning this climb is neither easy nor something to be attempted without the guidance of a
spiritual director or soul friend there are many dangers toils and snares along the way

bringing orthodox christianity into the recent dialog on virtue ethics joseph woodill investigates the
correspondences between the eastern orthodox tradition and contemporary virtue ethics and he
develops a distinctly orthodox vision of theological ethics this book fills a vacuum in our
understanding of the eastern church by revealing themes persons and insights that offer resources
for a contemporary moral theology reviewing the eastern tradition from patristic times to the present
woodill shows its relevance to contemporary virtue ethics and identifies both differences and
similarities between orthodox and other catholic protestant and jewish virtue ethics

the ladder of divine ascent the work of an otherwise shadowy figure john climacus meaning of the
ladder abbot of st catherine s sinai ca 579 649 ce is one of the most popular and enduring classics of
greek ascetic spiritual direction hailed as the great synthesis of early ascetic writings the ladder
presents a spirituality self consciously rooted in the literary and theological tradition of the desert
fathers and the great old men of gaza despite its incredible popularity among monastic and lay
readers the ladder is virtually unknown in scholarship in this work jonathan | zecher offers a
sustained study of the ladder s spiritual vision which is contextualized within an equally sustained
genealogical survey of climacus own tradition the ladder is built up through the memory of death a
term referring to admonitions of early authors to remember one s inevitable but unknowable death
and to contemplate the divine judgment which would follow to cultivate particular ascetic christian
lifestyles in their readers in the literature that formed climacus every aspect of the memory of death
varied considerably but climacus draws these together in the ladder so that death and the judgment
which follows defines a symbolic framework within which monks reflect on their past and approach
the future climacus also took up metaphorical practices of dying to oneself and others to craft an
idea of spiritual progress in the imitation of christ taking into account failure and frailty at the heart
of this study is the abiding question of how tradition forms and in the ladder is an outstanding
example of how unflinching fidelity to tradition results in a creative synthetic achievement

this work is a large powerfully illustrated interdisciplinary natural sciences volume the first of its
kind to examine the critically important nature of ecological paradox through an abundance of
lenses the biological sciences taxonomy archaeology geopolitical history comparative ethics
literature philosophy the history of science human geography population ecology epistemology
anthropology demographics and futurism the ecological paradox suggests that the human biological
and from an insular perspective successful struggle to exist has come at the price of isolating h
sapiens from life sustaining ecosystem services and far too much of the biodiversity with which we
find ourselves at crisis level odds it is a paradox dating back thousands of years implicating millennia
of human machinations that have been utterly ruinous to biological baselines those metrics are
examined from numerous multidisciplinary approaches in this thoroughly original work which aids
readers particularly natural history students who aspire to grasp the far reaching dimensions of the
anthropocene as it affects every facet of human experience past present and future and the rest of
planetary sentience with a preface by dr gerald wayne clough former secretary of the smithsonian
institution and president emeritus of the georgia institute of technology foreword by robert gillespie
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a cross cultural encyclopedia of the most significant holy people in history examining why people in
a wide range of religious traditions throughout the world have been regarded as divinely inspired
the first reference on the subject to span all the world s major religions holy people of the world a
cross cultural encyclopedia examines the impact of individuals who through personal charisma and
inspirational deeds served both as glorious examples of human potential and as envoys for the
divine holy people of the world contains nearly 1 100 biographical sketches of venerated men and
women written by religious studies experts and historians each article focuses on the basic question
how did this person come to be regarded as holy in addition the encyclopedia features 20 survey
articles on views of holy people in the major religious traditions such as islam buddhism and african
religions as well as 64 comparative articles on aspects of holiness and veneration across cultures
such as awakening and conversion experiences heredity gender asceticism and persecution
whether exploring by religion culture or historic period this extensively cross referenced resource
offers a wealth of insights into one of the most revealing and least explored common denominators
of spiritual traditions approximately 1 200 entries including biographical sketches of holy men and
women plus 20 overview articles and 64 comparative essays 270 contributors include scholars from
20 countries all leading authorities on the individuals and religions they write about hundreds of
historical photographs illustrations and paintings depicting holy men and women end of entry
bibliographic citations to guide readers to further sources on each topic exhaustive subject index

rich cross referencing structure that aids navigation among related entries
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apps for tracking your reading
progress and managing book
collections. Spreadsheets: You
can create your own
spreadsheet to track books read,
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Kindle Edition audiobooks, and
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Audiobooks: Audio recordings
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Kindle Edition books for free?
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free as theyre in the public
domain. Free E-books: Some
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